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question and to ending all forms of oppression that deny people their political, cultural, and sexual freedom. In
this collection of twelve searing, previously unpublished speeches, Davis confronts the interconnected issues of
power, race, gender, class, incarceration, conservatism, and the ongoing need for social change in the United
States. With her characteristic brilliance, historical insight, and penetrating analysis, Davis addresses examples
of institutional injustice and explores the radical notion of freedom as a collective striving for real democracy--
not a thing granted by the state, law, proclamation, or policy, but a participatory social process, rooted in
difficult dialogues, that demands new ways of thinking and being. "It is not too much," writes Robin D.G. Kelly
in the introduction, "to call her one of the world's leading philosophers of freedom." The Meaning of Freedom
articulates a bold vision of the society we need to build and the path to get there. This is her only book of
speeches and her first full-length book since Are Prisons Obsolete? (2003). Angela Y. Davis is professor emerita at
the University of California and author of eight books. She is a much sought after public speaker and an
internationally known advocate for social justice. Robin D.G. Kelley is the author of many books and a professor
at the University of Southern California.
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