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The want of an introduction to the study of Old-English has long been felt. Vernon sAnglo-Saxon Guide was an
admirable book for its time, but has long been completely antiquated. I was therefore obliged to make my
Anglo-Saxon Reader a somewhat unsatisfactory compromise between an elementary primer and a manual for
advanced students, but I always looked forward to producing a strictly elementary book like the present one,
which would enable me to give the larger one a more scientific character, and would at the same time serve as
an introduction to it. Meanwhile, however, Professor Earle has brought out his Book for the Beginner in Anglo-
Saxon. But this work is quite unsuited to serve as an introduction to my Reader, and will be found to diFer so
totally in plan and execution from the present one as to preclude all idea of rivalry on my part. We work on
lines which instead of clashing can only diverge more and more. My main principle has been to make the book
the easiest possible introduction to the study of Old-English. Poetry has been excluded, and a selection made
from the easiest prose pieces I could find. Old-English original prose is unfortunately limited in extent, and the
most suitable pieces (such as the voyages of Ohthere and Wulfstan) are already given in the Reader; these I
could not give over again. But I hope the short extracts from the Chronicle and the Martyrdom of King Edmund
will be found not wanting in interest. For the rest of the selections I have had to fall back on scriptural extracts,
which have...
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