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paid out of the Treasury of the United States. Throughout
American history, Congress has relied on three different
methods in adjusting salaries for Members. Stand- alone
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was the only method used by Congress for many years. The

second method, under which annual adjustments took effect
automatically unless disapproved by Congress, was established
in 1975. From 1975 to 1989, these annual adjustments were based
on the rate of annual comparability increases given to the
General Schedule federal employees. This method was changed
by the 1989 Ethics Act to require that the annual adjustment be
determined by a formula based on certain elements of the
Employment Cost Index. Under this revised process, annual
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