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August, 1840 To the Electors of St. Laurence and Franklin Counties, New-York: Having been honored by your
votes with a seat in Congress, and having served through a long and fatiguing session, | purpose to lay before
you a plain and short statement of some of the important measures which were debated and acted on in the
House of Representatives, and the reasons which governed me in my votes. In the South and West, our public
men meet their constituents in promiscuous assemblies and give an account of their official services, and
answer any enquiries which may he put to them. The custom of the North is different. It is not usual for our
Representatives, except in a collective capacity, to address their constituents even in writing. This departure
from the practice of my predecessors may by some be disapproved. My apology, if any be needed, is the very
great importance of the measures, upon which | was called to act, and the desire of your approval after
knowing the reasons which influenced me. To many it may seem strange that | preserved an unbroken silence
throughout the session. | think you would acquit me of blame, if you could have been present to witness the
difficulty and struggle with which the floor was obtained, and the daily waste of time by the raising of points of
order, by the calling of the roll, on a demand of the yeas and nays upon unimportant questions, and by the
continual repetition of bitter party harangues. The session was sufficiently protracted without my adding to its
length. The first...
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