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United States -- Costs. Excerpt: . .. 8 These problems point to a need to continue to an The disturbing fact is that
extremely prema-ture babys chances for survival and normal de-push for further regionalization of perinatal
serv-velopment 1980s. Stronger guidance from profes-are in large part determined by where ices in the While
moderately sized low sional associations and State health authorities the baby is born. birthweight infants do
well in Level Il units, there may be necessary in two areas. One is the for-is a gradient in mortality risk across
hospital level mulation of clear recommendations on treatment for very low birthweight infants. Although the
and transfer policies for infants with particular birth of a premature infant cannot always be an-problems and
or birthweights by level of care. ticipated, there is ample evidence that a pregnant Second is the exercise of
leadership in informing woman at high risk should be transferred to a obstetricians and pediatricians about
current prac-tices and outcomes in neonatal intensive care. Level Ill center prior to delivery. Very low birth-
weight infants should be transported to Level Ill Even among Level lIl hospitals, there are sub-hospitals as soon
as they are stabilized. stantial differences in mortality risk for very low The extent of a possible problem in
access to At present, there is only sug-birthweight infants. neonatal intensive care is unknown. Regional gestive
evidence that variations in medical prac-organization may have proceeded further in ne-tices within
institutions may lead to these differ-onatal...
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