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Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1884 edition. Excerpt: .finitude. All philosophy as yet is in this strait; and yet it
appears self-evidently absurd to attempt to discover conditions for the unconditioned, to convert the absolutely
necessary into a possible, in order to be able to construe it. A God that were capable of proof were no God, for
the ground of proof must always be higher than that which is to be proved; the latter, indeed, can hold its
reality only in fee of the former. If the existence of God is to be proved, consequently, God must consent to be
deduced from some ground which were at once before God and above God. Hence Jacobi s paradox: It is the
interest of science that there should be no God, no supernatural, supramundane being. Only on the hypothesis
that there is nothing but nature, that nature alone is what is self-subsistent and all in all, is it possible for science
to reach its goal of perfection, or to flatter itself with the hope of being able to become adequate to its object,
and itself all in all. This, then, is the conclusion which Jacobi draws from the drama of the history of philosophy:
There is no philosophy but that of Spinoza. Whoever can suppose that all the works and ways of men are due to
the mechanism of nature, and that intelligence has no function but, as an attendant consciousness, to look on, -
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