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BAHRAIN: INVESTMENT CLIMATE STATEMENT 2015

Createspace Independent Publishing Platform, United States, 2016. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 279 x 216
mm. Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.The investment climate in the Kingdom
of Bahrain is generally good, and has remained relatively stable in the last year. Bahrain has a liberal
approach to foreign investment and actively seeks to attract foreign investors and businesses. In an economy
largely dominated by state owned enterprises (SOE s), the Government of Bahrain (GOB) aims to foster a
greater role for the private sector in economic growth. The eDorts focus on encouraging foreign direct
investment in Bahrain, including in the information and communications technology (ICT), education and
training services, tourism, financial services, business services, healthcare services, energy, and aluminum
sectors.The U.S.-Bahrain Bilateral Investment Treaty (BIT) entered into force in May 2001 and the U.S.-Bahrain
Free Trade Agreement (FTA) entered into force in January 2006. The BIT provides benefits and protection to U.S.
investors in Bahrain, for example, most-favored nation treatment, the right to make financial transfers freely
and without delay, international law standards for expropriation and compensation cases, and access to
international arbitration. The BIT guarantees national treatment for U.S. investments across all sectors, with
very few exceptions. American firms interested in selling products exclusively in Bahrain are no longer required
to appoint a commercial agent. Bahrain allows 100 percent foreign-ownership of new industrial entities and the
establishment of representative oDices or branches of foreign companies without local sponsors. Under the
U.S.-Bahrain FTA, Bahrain is committed to enforcing world-class Intellectual Property Rights (IPR)
protection.Despite the GOB s transparent, rules-based government procurement system, U.S. companies have
reported operating at a perceived disadvantage compared with other firms in certain government
procurements. Some businesses report contracts are not always awarded solely based on price and technical
merit. Many ministries...
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