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illustrated. 1877 edition. Excerpt: . . . to Babel, apKars in the present state of historical investigation to be a
glaring anachronism. This has been also perceived by Hitzig, who, after he had declared (Beyriff tier Kritii, etc.
p. 180 f. ) the captivity of Manasseh to he an invention deriveil from the prophecy of Isa. xxxix. 6, has recently
(Geach. as quoted) acknowledged the historical validity of this fact; whereas Graf has in his last work (Die
geaehichtlichen Biicher dea Allen Test. IStiti, p. 174) adhered to his former (Studien und Krit. 1859, iii. )
absolutely sceptical treatment of the whole narrative. In the face of the most recent Assyriologic investigations
of Kawlinson, Oppert, Schrader, etc. , a further persistence in such a position could only be regarded as an
inveterate unscientific obstinacy. The assumption, indeed, which was at first thought to be confirmed by the
Assyrian monuments, namely, that it was Esarhaddon who, on the occasion of his campaign against Phoenicia,
about 677, took Manasseh captive and carried him to Babel (an assumption with which the report of Abydenus
in Eusebius, Chron. i. p. 54, concerning a conquest of Lower Syria by Axerdis, that is, Esarhaddon, may very well
combine), would scarcely be reconcilable with the most recent state of these investigations. The capture and
Babylonish exile of Manasseh caunot be transferred to so early a time as the third or fourth year of
Esarhaddon, who, according to Ptolemy and the inscriptions, reigned 681-668. For even if an inscription...
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